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The changing comet
Paolo Martelletti

Our usual virtual June meeting has arrived. This year
we can see a number of positive trends: more and
higher quality submissions, an explosion in the down-
loaded paper numbers, hyperactive social media, and
finally a slight but significant increase in the Impact
Factor.
Since 2008 the Impact Factor has doubled, and is

now the highest it has been since the journal
launched: 3.580. We are now in the first quartile of
Clinical Neurology journals. The journal also demon-
strated solid scientific relationships with other jour-
nals in the field, with citations both to and from a
broad spectrum of journals.
We are still confident in the foundation of the journal:

a historic act, driven by a desire to serve, rather than
hubris. This can still be seen in the daily interaction
between SpringerNature Editorial Office, and the affili-
ated scientific societies; favoring the speediness of inter-
actions among authors and reviewers, and awarding
ideas and quality.
The journal has never aimed to be an archetype, only a

megaphone for every scientist involved in headache re-
search. Our growth has surely benefited from a European
history made by giants, but in time we have stepped down
their shoulders with courage, despite some trepidation.
Needless to say, being a whisker from the top is a pleasure
mitigated only by the awareness that such positions, once
reached, must be maintained or increased.
Our success doesn’t depend on single very highly-cited

articles, and we don’t want it to [1]. We can now see the
success of our approach, and the promise of an innova-
tive product has completed its path. The comet-like
distribution of scientific journals has changed [2]: the
historic obstacles in the nucleus have melted, and the
comet now contains a new resident, The Journal of
Headache and Pain.
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